
The Year Without a Summer 
 
1)  Why was the year 1815 known as “the year without a summer”?  In your answer be 
sure to include (a) what caused the unusually cold weather, (b) why the event was able to 
cause global cooling, (c) the effect on people’s lives and livelihoods, and (d) specific 
examples of how these effects were experienced, and where. 


